
ments Natalie Karam, 

CSCL’s Children’s Ser-

vices Manager, ñThe 

response from the Hope 

community has been very 

positive. So far, we have 

received 14 referrals and 

Grace Baptist Church 

has kindly donated their 

space for us to use. We 

have hired 3 staff, includ-

ing Devin, and we are 

hoping to do this again 

next year.ò 

The Hope Summer 

Youth program runs this 

summer between June 29 

and August 21, 2009. 

For more information 

please contact Natalie or 

Devin at 604-858-6261.  

CSCL’s Children’s Ser-

vices has expanded to 

Hope this summer for the 

first time ever! 

The Hope Summer Youth 

program is set to begin 

this June and, after a long 

period of preparation, eve-

rything is finally set to go. 

ñThe emphasis is all about 

having funò, Devin At-

kins, the Hope Summer 

Youth Manager says, 

ñWeôre planning a whole 

bunch of outdoor activities 

for the kids. Swimming, 

hiking; even a visit to the 

Othello Tunnelsò. 

The program is open to all 

children living in the Hope 

area between ages 12-18 

and was first proposed to 

the Society by CLBC. The 

program will operate simi-

larly to the other summer 

programs CSCL offers. 

ñItôs really about connect-

ing with communityò, com-

“Hope” Springs Eternal at CSCL  

Sizzlin’ Summer Fun! 
CSCL recently hosted a 

staff/family barbeque at 

Cultus Lake Elemen-

tary on Saturday, June 

20, 2009. 

Events and activities in-

cluded an ñUnder the 

Seaò Bouncy, Face Paint-

ing, Sports Day Games 

and a Baseball Game. 

Many thanks to CSCL’s 

Social Committee for all 

their time and effort in 

putting together a fun-

filled day. 

Special thanks to Envi-

sion, PartyWorks In-

teractive, Hofstedes, 

Canada Bread, Lions 

Club and Busy Bee 

Concessions for all their 

h e l p 

too. 
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Out & About!  
The Newsletter about the CSCL 

Did you know... 

¶ CSCL has a new look website! 

Check it out by logging on to 

www.cscl.org 

¶ A new booklet called ñSafe 

and Secure: RDSP Editionò is 

available free from London 

Drugs in British Columbia. 

This family-to-family guide 

outlines the 6 steps to creat-
ing a good life for people with 

disabilities. 

¶ The BC Special Olympics 

2009 Summer Games are 

being held in Abbotsford 

between July 9 -12. Visit 

www.specialolympics.bc.ca 

for more information. 

¶ The Government of Canada 

has launched online consulta-

tions on the ratification of the 

United Nations Convention on 
the Rights of Persons With 

Disabilities. www.hrsdc.gc.ca/

consultations 
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Committee Domains: 

 

¶ Administration 

¶ Financial 

¶ Health & Safety 

¶ Human Resources 

¶ Individual Services 

CSCL sadly lost some peo-

ple over the last few 

months. 

Kevin Ryan Holub was 

born January 9, 1981 in 

Williams Lake, BC. He 

also lived in Kamloops 

before moving to Chilli-

wack in 1987. He gradu-

ated from Sardis Secon-

dary in 2000. Over the 

years he was involved with 

Pacific Riding for the 

Disabled. He loved camp-

ing, riding his bike, social-

izing, playing UNO, coun-

try music, going to pubs, 

concerts and casinos. He 

enjoyed trips to Disney-

land, Mexico and Las 

Vegas and attended nu-

merous car shows.  

He will be deeply missed 

by his parents, Bob and 

Elaine and his brother 

Paul. He will also be re-

membered by his Nana, 

Mary Gaetz, his Aunt 

Cathy (Peter) Chisholm, 

Uncle Michael Gaetz, 

and Aunt Kathy (Stu) 

Harper and cousins, An-

drew, Jennifer, Krista 

and Lian. 

 

 

Darren Patrick Peen 

passed away on May 13, 

2009 in Chilliwack, B.C., 

at  age 30 years .  

Darren is survived by his 

devoted foster family, par-

ents: Fred and Cecile 

Fischer; sisters: Therese 

(Les) Gilderdale, Karen 

(Al) Fraser, Brenda 

(Dan) Webb, Mary 

( D a v i d  S t o r w i c k) 

Fischer, Penny (Paul) 

Brady, Sarah Barnsley; 

brother: Robert (Kim) 

Fischer; as well as many 

nieces and nephews.  

kitchenò and he cooks 

weekly for Family Place on 

Wellington Avenue here in 

Chilliwack. From cultivat-

ing the soil until he dons  

his chefôs outfit, Rick will 

always take care of your 

nutritional needs. 

Letôs just say he is a pro-

fessional. 

Thanks Rick for all your 

contributions to our com-

munity! 

If you are ñOut & Aboutò in 

the community and have 

yet to meet Rick TeBrinke, 

just give it some time. 

Rick can be seen frequent-

ing the bowling ally, Lei-

sure Center, YMCA, or any 

other gathering place peo-

ple meet to socialize. 

Rickôs greatest love is agri-

culture; heôs involved with 

growing a yearôs supply of 

potatoes for a ñlocal soup 

In Memoriam 

Self Advocacy Corner 

Join a Committee! 
vidual Services Commit-

tee ensures is that all 

CSCL  rights & advocacy 

issues are being properly 

managed. 

Members meet regularly to 

discuss ways to raise 

awareness about rights & 

advocacy throughout the 

CSCL and in community.  

Members may include 

staff, management, indi-

viduals or family members. 

If you are interested in 

becoming a committee 

member please call the 

main office at 604-792-

7726. 

To contact a committee, 

please use the Committee 

Request form in ShareVi-

sion. 

CSCL has recently imple-

mented a ñService Quality  

by Committeeò initiative. 

Committee members are 

responsible for ensuring 

specified policies, proce-

dures and standards are in 

conformance with all CSCL 

program areas. 

For example, one of the 

responsibilities the Indi-

 

 

“Only a life lived for 

others is a life 

worthwhile.” 

- Albert Einstein 
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Rick TeBrinke shows off 
his culinary expertise at 

Family Place in Chilliwack 



 

 

“The Board will 

hold a meeting on 

June 29th and will 

then take a well 

deserved summer 

break.” 

 

“Staff are the 

cornerstone of our 

organization.” 

- Brenda Gillette 

(CSCL Executive 

Director) 

 

Congratulations to Cori 

McLaughlin on the birth 

of her baby girl, Aubrey. 

Congratulations to Julie 

Unger on the birth of her  

baby girl, Emily. 

CSCL is pleased to an-

nounce Brenda Alexan-

der has been appointed as 

temporary Family & Indi-

vidual Services Director. 

Brenda will be replacing 

Julie Unger while on ma-

ternity and parental leave 

until spring 2010. 

Brenda’s responsibilities 

will include coordination of 

service and supports 

within Children’s General 

Services, the Alexander 

and the Adult Day Ser-

vices. 

Congratulations to Billie-

Jean Coleman for suc-

cessfully completing her 

Family Child Care course 

through UFV.  Although 

balancing work and school 

was tough (BJ also works 

for CSCL as a custodian 

for the Mathieson and OC 

facilities), she says it was 

all worth it in the end. BJ 

plans to find employment 

at a pre-school or day care 

center. BJ also plans to 

return to UFV to take ECE 

courses next year. 

The AGM was held on 

Tuesday, May 26th with 

approximately 90 people in 

attendance.  Both the play 

and the RDSP presentation 

were well received.  New 

Board members confirmed 

for the 2009/11 term 

were:  Amy Brosinski, Pat 

Johnston, Loren Tempel, 

Lois Mazuren, Helen Tol-

mie and Brent Tolmie.  The 

Board will elect its execu-

tive at its regular meeting 

in June.   

Over the past few months 

the Board struck its Nomi-

nating Committee to en-

sure appropriate represen-

tation on the Board for the 

upcoming year.  They also 

researched various options 

for guest speakers at the 

AGM ultimately deciding to 

ask the First Act Drama 

Club to present their most 

recent production as well 

as finding someone to 

make a presentation on  

RDSPs.   

Other work over the past 3 

months has included the 

review and approval of a 

number of annual reports, 

including: Human Re-

sources Report, Health & 

Safety Report, Critical Inci-

dent Report and the Out-

comes Management Re-

port.  The Board manages 

information on all objec-

tives contained in the vari-

ous annual reports through 

regular review of the Busi-

ness Improvement Plan. 

Staff News 

Board Update! 

What’s Happening! (July-Sept) 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sep 15  First Aid/CPR 

Sep 17  CORE II 

Sep 24  Staff Training Day 

Sep 25 Day Program Meet-

 ing 

Sep 26 CSCL Fundraiser 

 at Friendly Mike’s 

 Pub 

Jul 1 Canada Day 

Jul 6  People First Fund

 raiser (last day to 

 order from Neufeld 

 Farms 

Aug 3 Civic Holiday 

Aug 21 CSCL Summer Pro

 grams end 

Sep 7 Labour Day 

 

 

“Coffee & Jam 

Friendship Club 

happens every 

Monday morning 

at the Broadway 

Church from 

10:00am to 

11:30am.” 
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BJ Coleman proudly dis-
plays her UFV certificate 

Summer Days are Here! 



Dave Wegenast invited 

Karla Vershoor, the Self 

Advocacy Caucus (SAC)

advisor to the June 10 

People First meeting.   

Karla also came with Rich-

ard MacDonald, president 

of the Self Advocacy 

Foundation (SAF). 

Karla explained to mem-

bers the purpose of SAC 

and SAF, their relation to 

BCACL, how SAC mem-

bers are chosen and how 

they choose what issues 

they are going to work on 

each year. 

The SAF is a board made 

up of 7 people with a dis-

ability from around the 

province.  They support 

the work of the SAC. The 

SAC chairperson is on the 

BCACL board of directors 

for one year and reports to 

the board. BCACL commu-

nicates those recommen-

dations to CLBC, member 

associations and the BC 

government, who fund the 

services and income assis-

tance. 

Richard suggested that 

we write an article for the 

Voice newsletter about 

our get together and the 

group agreed. Dave will 

bring the group a report 

from the caucus after each 

meeting. 

Directorôs Report, Strategic 

Plan, Human Resources 

Report and a Service De-

livery Report. 

Elections to the Board of 

Directors were held and 

the following members 

were elected for the 

2009/11 term:  Amy 

Brosinski, Pat Johnston, 

Loren Tempel, Lois 

Mazuren, Helen Tolmie 

and Brent Tolmie. 

The CSCL’s 55th Annual 

General Meeting was 

held on May 26th, 2009 

with approximately 90 

members, friends and self-

advocates present. 

A comprehensive Annual 

Report booklet was pro-

vided that contained infor-

mation about the Soci-

ety’s operations over the 

past year including:  Presi-

dentôs Report, Executive 

Retiring Board members, 

Carlie Burgess, Bryan 

Petkau and Anne Te-

Brinke were thanked for 

their time and commit-

ment over the past years. 

Those presented enjoyed a 

great production by the 

First Act Teen Club and a 

detailed overview of the 

Registered Disability Sav-

ings Plan by Jack Styan 

from PLAN.  

People First - Chilliwack Update! 

AGM @ 55 

All You Need is TLC 
The focus - a peer to peer 

dialogue in a small group 

setting that will offer                                   

 

 

 

 

discussions on a wide 

range of topics that partici-

pants would not likely oth-

erwise have the opportu-

nity to engage in. 

If you are interested in 

finding out more informa-

tion about the TLC Group 

please contact Gloria 

Enoch  or Heather 

Faucher at 604-792-

7726 

The TLC (Total Ladies 

Care) Group is for 

women, and about women 

as a valued part of a 

Global Community. 

The purpose of the group 

is to offer each participant 

an opportunity to share, 

discuss and consider is-

sues that affect all of us in 

one way or another. 

“TLC is designed 

to encourage full 

participation while 

respecting others 

personal insights, 

perspectives and 

experiences. ” 
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Dave Wegenast - People 
First member and SAC 

member 

Gloria  & Heather are CSCL 
staff who coordinate the 

TLC Group 



Chilliwackôs own Dave 

Wegenast is a current 

caucus member of the BC 

Self Advocacy Caucus

(SAC).  

Caucus members focused 

their time this year on 

these two topics: 

1) The high rate of poverty 

in BC among people with 

developmental disabilities 

2) The lack of safe and 

affordable housing for peo-

ple with developmental 

disabilities in our commu-

nities. 

Caucus members  would 

also like to see the follow-

ing changes to income 

assistance in BC: 

ÅAn increase to benefit 

rates to allow people with 

disabilities to have more 

money, 

ÅImproved health and den-

tal benefits for people with 

developmental disabilities, 

ÅIndexed benefit rates so 

that when the cost of 

things go up so do the 

benefit rates, 

ÅIncrease the earnings 

exemption to more than 

$500.00 for people receiv-

ing benefits, and 

ÅMore plain language in-

formation about reporting 

to ministry offices. 

tions will be able to use at 

no charge. 

The Foundation is fur-

thermore committed to 

creating opportunities that 

will enable and empower 

people with disabilities to 

access nature, view local 

wildlife, and experience 

ranch life. 

To that end, the Abilitas 

Foundation will create 

accessible trails and will 

The Cold Water Ranch 

Lodge is being con-

structed about 20 minutes 

west of Merritt, BC. 

The Abilitas Foundation 

is coordinating the devel-

opment and construction 

of this project and is cur-

rently building a fully ac-

cessible respite lodge 

which families with dis-

abled family members, as 

well as disability organiza-

provide equipment for out-

door access. 

Additional recreational op-

portunities include a Sno-

ezelen room, arts and 

crafts room, and a media 

room. 

For more information on 

this project please contact 

6 0 4 - 8 5 4 - 1 7 2 0  o r 

www.abilitasfoundation.org 

Representing Chilliwack! 

Cold Water Ranch Lodge 

David’s Device 
David’s sister Heather 

explains, ñHe is now able 

to have conversations with 

people for the first time 

and all independently.ò 

The small handheld device 

allows David to choose 

symbols he recognizes to 

say words or sentences for 

him. The  device then uses 

an electronic voice to pass 

along the words. 

ñItôs really changed the 

way he communicatesò 

Heather adds. For more 

i n f o rmat i on  con tac t  

www.cayabc.org 

 

 

David Godbout is a 

young man who recently 

started using a communi-

cation tool to help commu-

nicate his needs. 

The device was designed 

by CAYA Services and, 

after a few consultations, 

David was introduced to 

ñhis computerò. 

ñItôs really been helpfulò, 

“CAYA is a 

project initiated 

by SET-BC to 

serve adults 

between the 

ages of 19-35 

who require 

alternative or 

augmentative 

communication 

assistance.” 
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The 2008-2009 SAF Caucus 

David Godbout 



“Your Voice!” 

9535 Mary Street 

Chilliwack, BC 
V2P 4G9 

Phone: 604-792-7726 
Fax: 604-792-7962 

E-mail: 
jeff.gilbank@cscl.org 

Chilliwack Society for 

Community Living 

ize the wisdom of my 

grandfather before he 

passed away. I would love 

to have lunch with him to 

hear his stories so that I 

can pass them along. 

Tony Robbins; to see if 

he could get me hooked 

into some of his networks. 

Man is that guy connected! 

Lyle Lovett; heôs sharp, 

creative and just a bit left 

of center. I bet heôd be a 

ton of fun. 

Q:  What has been your 

b e s t  v a c a t i o n ?                       

A: Searching for whales on 

jet skis in Mexico with my 

husband and two kids.  

Q: What makes you most 

h a p p y  a n d  w h y ?             

A: Genuine connection 

with people. Life is about 

connections and relation-

ships. I like the quote, 

ñLife isnôt a practice run. 

Get out there and live it!ò 

Q: What really gives you 

the creeps and why?                   

A: Earwigs! Canôt get that 

Star Trek scene with Ri-

cardo Montalban out of 

my head when they put 

Alyson Seale is a current 

CSCL Board member join-

ing in 2008. Alyson is also 

an instructor for the Work-

place TASK program and 

Community Support Pro-

gram at the University of 

the Fraser Valley.  

We asked Alyson a few 

questions in a forum we 

call “Meet the Board” 

Q: How would you de-

scribe the TASK program?    

A: Itôs a pre-employment 

program for people with 

disabilities looking to build 

their skill set and practice 

their skills in a variety of 

work places. There are still 

a few seats available for 

September 2009. TASK 

runs September to April 

and funding is available for 

most prospective students. 

If anyone would like more 

information, visit our web-

site at www.ufv.ca or call 

604-702-2621 and ask for 

Bonnie. 

Q: If you could have  lunch 

with any three people, who 

would you choose?                         

A: I was too young to real-

the bugs into the helmets 

and the bugs ate the peo-

pleôs brains from the inside. 

Ahhh! 

And finally, Alyson adds, 

ñCSCL has been able to 

keep an amazing balance 

between being progressive 

and people centered 

through cons iderab le 

growth. Not an easy feat. 

There are amazing people 

throughout the organization 

that really understand the 

Community Living phi-

losophy and live it daily. 

You can hear it in the sto-

ries of the people and the 

families CSCL serves.  

“Meet The Board” 

Full Lives in 
Community 

Alyson Seale 
WWW .CSCL .ORG  

Did you know past editions of Out & About can now be accessed and 

downloaded through CSCLôs new look website? 

Go see it by logging on to www.cscl.org and clicking the Newsletter link. 

 

Do you have something to say? Letôs hear from you! 

Please contact jeff.gilbank@cscl.org for your newsletter ideas or send your 

ideas to the address on the left - Attn: ñOut & Aboutò. 

CSCL Vision 

 

“Full Lives in 
Communities” 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Mission Statement 

 
The Chilliwack Society for 

Community Living provides 

quality, individualized 

supports for people with 

developmental disabilities 

and their families. 
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